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Cover Image: Visitors attend the opening reception for Ergo Sum: A Crow a Day.  On August 1, 2014 Canadian-born 
artist Karen Bondarchuk set out to mark the passing time that her mother – diagnosed with dementia in 2010 – no 
longer could. For 365 days, she produced a crow a day on a hand-cut, hand-gessoed panel, remembering her 
mother as she once was and grieving her loss. 

Above: Dennos Museum Center staff responded to COVID-19 by producing an alternative web-based concert 
series to engage our membership and support local artists and businesses. 
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From the Director 
Dear friends of the Dennos Museum Center, 
 
COVID-19 has affected our communities, our friends, and our 
loved ones in ways none of us could have ever anticipated. 
Every sector of our economy has been affected, and museums 
have certainly not been immune to the challenges that the 
global pandemic has brought with it. 
 
Nevertheless, our community museum is still “engaging, 
entertaining, and enlightening audiences.” 
 
I am fortunate to be surrounded by colleagues who believe 
strongly in the value of a community museum. Our museum staff has stepped up to provide an 
unprecedented level of digital engagement since closing our doors in mid-March due to COVID-
19. Since that time, our staff has worked to engage and partner on the following initiatives: 
 

• A free virtual concert series promoting local artists and the Crosshatch Artist Fund 
• Virtual exhibitions featuring community artwork 
• Efforts to pool emergency medical supplies from arts organizations for local hospitals 
• A sculpture day panel discussion co-hosted by the Dennos and Michigan Legacy Art Park 
• And Draw NoMI collaborative efforts, including twice-weekly drawing demonstrations 

 
We are deeply grateful to all of our members and community supporters during this trying 
time. Your support and generosity has enabled our staff to continue delivering these creative 
programs for our community at no charge, while still planning for reopening and on-site public 
engagement.  
 
While the world around us seems to be changing faster than we can keep up, one thing is 
certain—the Dennos Museum Center will be here to provide educational opportunities, 
entertainment, and a sense of community in this trying time. 
 
We look forward to continuing this important work in the years ahead. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Craig Hadley 
Executive Director and Chief Curator 
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About Us 
Mission               Vision     
The Dennos Museum Center seeks to engage, 
entertain and enlighten its audiences through 
the collection of art, and the presentation of 
exhibitions and programs in the visual arts, 
sciences and performing arts. 

We will be respected by our peers and 
appreciated by a growing audience.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Above: Installation photograph of the Diana & Richard Milock Wing, spring 2020  
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Accreditation 
 

 

The Dennos Museum Center received its first Museum Assessment Program (MAP) award from 
the American Alliance of Museums (AAM) and the Institute for Museum and Library Services in 
2019. As part of the review process, the Dennos will undergo its first AAM peer review in fall 
2020 in preparation for “core documents verification” from the Alliance. The verification 
process includes a review of critical museum policies, including the mission statement, 
collections management policy, code of ethics, strategic plan, and disaster preparedness. 
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Exhibitions 

Temporary 
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Exhibitions 
Semi-Permanent 
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Programs 
Engagement  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conjunction with the 
exhibition Pulped Under 
Pressure, members 
participate in a workshop 
with artist Reni Gower. 
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Programs 
Our Partners  
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Programs 
Concert Series 

While the last three concerts of the season were canceled due to extenuating circumstances and COVID-
19, the Dennos Museum Center was able to offer seven terrific in-person concerts this year along with 
four virtual performers during the month of April. Concerts provide an opportunity for the museum to 
bring the world to Traverse City, while embracing our charge to “Build Community. Spark Conversation. 
Inspire Change.” 
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Canceled this season: 
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Collections 
New Artwork 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry's Map (K-7), 2016 
By: Jerry Gretzinger 
8" x 10" Inkjet prints on paper 

 Oregon, 1970 
By: Brett Weston 
Gelatin silver print on paper 

Kanagink 1957/2007 
Stonecut and stencil on paper 
Ellett Estate of Inuit Art 
 
 

Superior, 1975 
By: Jurgen Peters 
Serigraph on paper 
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Collections 
Preservation 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Collections at-a-Glance: 

• 7 new collections committee members began their terms in spring 2020 
• 2,950 objects have catalog records in our PastPerfect database for 

enhanced research and inventory retrieval 
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Administration 
Membership 

The Dennos Museum Center introduced a new Trailblazer level membership during FY20. This 
benefit provides a second reciprocal benefit to new and existing members through the 
Reciprocal Organization of Associated Museums (ROAM). 

Membership has been trending positive since the Dennos Museum Center expansion was 
completed in early 2018. The graph below provides membership data for the past three years 
at our organization: 
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Administration 
Museum Store 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Year in Review 
Nicole Zeiler, Store Manager 
 
The Dennos Museum Store showcases a 
carefully curated assortment of art-inspired 
objects that reflect the Museum’s collections 
as well as current exhibitions.  We seek out 
unique, fun and functional gifts and 
mementos with a focus on great design to 
inspire, engage and delight both visitors and 
our community.  Our ever-changing range of 
merchandise includes jewelry, accessories, 
decorative objects, toys, puzzles, cards and 
books as well as works of art in different 
media handcrafted locally or well made from 
around the world.  The store also features an 
extensive collection of Canadian Inuit carvings 
and gifts and hosts the much anticipated 
Annual Cape Dorset Prints Release each 
fall.  Purchases support the exhibitions and 
programs of the DMC. 

Above: Nicole Zeiler, hand selecting Inuit 
carvings for the store’s collection. 

At left: Guests of the Dennos Museum 
Store on an Inuit Art buying trip to Toronto.  

Below: One of many local artists featured 
in the Dennos Museum Store. 
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NMC student 
printmakers enrolled in 
Glen Wolff’s art course 
attend their first annual 
Dennos Holiday Artists 
Market and sell their 
own original prints. 
 

 
Dennos Museum Store, 
fall 2019. Featuring 
wood working and 
textile goods by local 
artisans in honor of 
Explorations in Wood 
and Carole Harris: Art 
Quilts. 
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Administration  
Income & Expense 

 

Concert Ticket Sales
6% Museum Admission

3%

External Grants
3%

Membership
5%

Annual Fund
2%

NMC Foundation 
Endowments

17%

Facility Rentals
4%

Store Revenue
17%

NMC Operating Budget
43%

2020 DMC Budgeted Income

Concert Ticket Sales Museum Admission External Grants

Membership Annual Fund NMC Foundation Endowments

Facility Rentals Store Revenue NMC Operating Budget
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Concert Series
7%

Admin, IT, Office
5%

Marketing
3%

Exhibitions
8%

Collections Care

Facilities Repair
1%

Utilities
5%

Staffing
56%

Education and 
Programming

1%

Store Operating
14%

Staff Development 
& Travel

2020 DMC Budgeted Expense

Concert Series Admin, IT, Office Marketing

Exhibitions Collections Care Facilities Repair

Utilities Staffing Education and Programming

Store Operating Staff Development & Travel
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Administration 
Endowments & Grants 

Northwestern Michigan College External Sponsorships & Grants 

• Dennos Museum Center Operating 
Endowment 

• Dennos Museum Center Osterlin 
Endowment for Performance 

• Guyot Scholarship Endowment for Arts 
• Linda O'Meara Fund for Arts Education 
• Marion Talbot Fund 
• NMC Experiential Learning Institute 
• The Robert T. and Ruth Haidt Hughes 

Memorial Endowment 
• The Robert T. Hughes Family Trust for 

Performance 
• Wayne and Geraldine Cowell Dennos 

Museum Center Endowment 
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Dennos Museum Center 
Northwestern Michigan College 

1701 East Front Street 
Traverse City, MI 49686 

dmc@nmc.edu 

mailto:dmc@nmc.edu
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