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Cover image: Museum staff curated a recent acqusitions exhibition that opened in January 2026.



From the Director

1,855

2,783

136

Dear friends:

This past fiscal year was full of

accomplishments for The Dennos team.

Leading the long list of achievements

includes the completion of a thoughtful

refresh of the museum’s brand—our first

since 2008—creating a visual identity

that better reflects who we are today

while honoring the values that have

guided the museum for the past 35 years.

Thank you to Chelsie Niemi and Liz

Celeste for leading our museum through

this comprehensive process.

In addition, this year also marks the

museum’s 35th anniversary. Throughout

the year, visitors experienced exhibitions

that encouraged us to see the world from

a new point of view, including New

Perspectives: Recent Acquisitions from

the Dennos Permanent Art Collection,

Americans from the Smithsonian, Caroline

Monnet: This Old House Is All We Have,

and Xavi Bou: Echoes of Flight.

Thank you for being part of our incredible

journey. We look forward to serving the

NMC campus and our community for the

next 35 years!

# of programs and events

Holiday Artist Market shoppers

# of concert tickets sold

Craig Hadley, Ed.D.
Executive Director & Chief Curator



The Dennos builds community, sparks conversation, and inspires change for audiences
of all ages through its exhibitions, programs, and the collection and preservation of art.

Approved by the NMC Board of Trustees July 26, 2021

We will steward one of the finest community college museum programs in the nation,
providing access to high quality teaching and learning opportunities for our campus and
community audiences.

Mission

Vision

About Us



Exhibitions
The Dennos curates over 20,000 square
feet of exhibition space in 10 distinct
galleries, making us one of the largest
community college museums in the United
States. Notable highlights from the 2026-
27 academic year included:

The first comprehensive installation of
recent acquisitions to the museum’s
permanent collection in over 7 years
appeared in the exhibition New
Perspectives, co-curated by Craig
Hadley and Liz Celeste.

A one-of-a-kind partnership with the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the
American Indian brought to a traveling
exhibition entitled Americans to the
Dennos for the nation’s 250
anniversary.

th

Visitors marveled at the many unique
trilobite specimens on view this past
winter thanks to Paleo Joe’s Trilobite
Treasures. Hundreds of K-12 students
participated in two of his educational
programs presented in the Milliken
Auditorium. 

# of temporary exhibits
# of trilobite fossils on
view this past winter

Grant dollars received
for exhibit support

11 250+ $18,000

Thank you to our volunteers who served on
the Dennos exhibits advisory committee
during the past year:

Sarah Bearup-Neal, Community
Liz Celeste, Dennos (co-chair)
Judy Chu, NMC
Craig Hadley, Dennos (co-chair)
Mary Hall, Community
Randy Melick, NMC
Dr. Kate Korroch, NMC
Alex Tank, NMC
Esther Triggs, Community
Nicole Zeiler, Dennos

Exhibits Advisory
Committee



1,969
Students (PreK–college) welcomed
through our doors for educational
experiences

Learning

Learning is central to any museum’s mission, but this past year, it felt louder, brighter,
and more energetic than ever. After a spectacular, record-breaking season, our galleries
were filled with the voices of a historic number of students and lifelong learners. From
elementary students discovering texture to college students analyzing cultural
narratives, we hosted more guided tours this year than at any other point in our history.

This milestone belongs to our community. It belongs to the educators who prioritize the
arts, the families who explore together, and our incredible team who transform a simple
visit into an unforgettable spark of curiosity. We saw this connection in action during
our successful Slow Art Day, where visitors intentionally paused to engage deeply and
mindfully with the works on display. Whether visitors came for a high-energy school
program in Milliken Auditorium or a moment of quiet reflection, they engaged with art in
profoundly meaningful ways. 

Learning at The Dennos is also about doing. This year, we were thrilled to unveil our new
sculpture studio in the Discovery Gallery, which has quickly become a massive hit for
visitors of all ages. This hands-on space allows everyone to step into the role of the
artist, translating the inspiration they find in our professional galleries into their own
physical creations, with an added opportunity to display their work. As we celebrate this
year of record growth, we remain deeply committed to making sure every single learner
feels supported, inspired, and welcome to create alongside us. 

100 
Guided tours led by our dedicated
volunteer docents (a new museum
record!)

Liz Celeste
Curator of Education & Exhibitions



New acquisitions

Collections

Thank you to our volunteers who served
on the Dennos collections committee
during the past year:

Liz Celeste, Dennos
Craig Hadley, Dennos (co-chair)
Kim Hanninen, Dennos (co-chair)
Claudia Leos Banega, Community
Rachel Levine, Community
Nicco Pandolfi, NMC
Caroline Schaefer-Hills, NMC
Rachel Urkowitz, NMC

Collections Committee

The collections team has been hard at
work preparing the museum for first-time
accreditation from the American Alliance
of Museums (AAM) in 2027. 

Work completed this past year included:
Rehousing all artworks installed on the
oversize painting racks.
Installation of a new painting bin
archival storage system.
New archival foam mounts for Inuit
sculptures (see image at right).

Preservation Progress

50+250+
New online records

Kim Hanninen
Registrar & Preparator

https://dennosmuseum.catalogaccess.com/home


Museum Store

The Museum Store at The Dennos continues to serve as a vibrant extension of the
museum experience—offering visitors a way to take home a part of their visit and
deepen their connection to the arts and the objects we preserve. Through a carefully
curated selection of custom DMC-branded merchandise, well-designed gifts, jewelry,
accessories, stationery, children’s toys, puzzles, art books, home décor, and unique
handcrafted goods from around the world, the store invites guests to capture and
archive the memories, feelings, and stories sparked during their time at the museum.
Quality, craftsmanship, and sustainability are central to the store’s purchasing
philosophy, and regional artists are well represented through consignment partnerships
that support local creativity and entrepreneurship. An extensive collection of hand-
selected Inuit art carvings reinforces the museum’s longstanding commitment to Inuit
art, while merchandise inspired by exhibitions and the permanent collection appeals to
a wide range of ages, backgrounds, and interests.

Each October, the Museum Store debuts the anticipated Annual Cape Dorset Print
Collection, and Store Manager Nicole Zeiler hosts the well-attended Holiday Artist
Market in November and Spring Art Market in May—seasonal events that continue to 

Nicole Zeiler
Museum Store Manager



Gross earned revenue increased nearly
$70,000 over the previous fiscal year due
to several factors: increased number of
external rentals, additional concerts over
the previous year, and better holiday
market performance.

The Dennos relies heavily upon private,
state, and federal grants for programs and
exhibits. Grant funding during FY25 was
complicated by several federal grants that
were awarded in fall 2024 but later
rescinded.

Earned Revenue & Grants

Administration

Megan Holtrey
Operations Manager



3,500+

132
# of programs and events

Holiday Artist Market
shoppers

The Year Ahead

Dear Friends of The Dennos,

We are so excited for what’s to come this
next fiscal year! This fall, we will apply for
first-time accreditation from the
American Alliance of Museums and
complete a self-study assessment over
the course of several months in
preparation for an in-person review this
coming spring. Seven years of work will
finally close with this achievement, and
we’ll reapply for accreditation every ten
years.

of Love: Mock Tours at DMC event this
past Valentine’s Day.

As we look toward our milestone
anniversary, we are honoring what we have
done well and embracing new
opportunities to grow, adapt, and meet
our community’s evolving needs. 

We are excited to learn more about how
we can better fulfill our mission to build
community, spark conversation, and
inspire change in the year ahead. 

Let’s keep creating together, 
Chelsie Niemi

Chelsie Niemi
Audience Engagement &
Communication Manager



Stay In Touch
Phone

Email

Website

Mailing Address

231-995-1055

dmc@nmc.edu

www.dennosmuseum.org

1701 E. Front St. 
Traverse City, MI 49686

Contact Us

GPS Address

1410 College Dr.
Traverse City, MI 49686
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